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A Letter to a Freind, ſhewing the ille- 
gall proceedings of the Two Houles 
of PARLIAMENT. 


cou know how carneſily,and with what charge 
loppoſed the illegall demands of Ship money 
* — loanes, how I hated Court Nane polics, 
nud arbitrary Juſtice in the Srar-chamber,Comn- 
ES ol Table, and Marſhalfs Court, how l abhorred 
the exorbitance of the HighCommiſhon;all which the King 
readily reRified in the begining of this Parliament. 

Youknow with what cheerefullneſſe I rendred my purſe 
(my perſon being unſerviceable) for the Reformation of 
Religion, the ſuppreſſing Popery, the cftabliſhment ot our 
liberties and properties, the removing of cvill Coun'ellors, 
the reducing the King to his great Coun ſell the Parliament, 
and the uniting of the Siſter Countries in a Brotherly U- 

nion. 2 in 

You remember how willingly we declared and proteſt 
ed, that for the ſafety of the Kings perſon, the defence of the 
Houſes of Parliament, the Proteſtant Religion eſtabl.ſhed 
the Lawes, Liberty,and __ of the Kingdome, we would 
2 ve 
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live and dye with the Earle of Z/zx. And this being firſt 
com ed by the houſes of Parliainent, then ſeconded 
by the Pulpit, carried the face of Law and the voice ot Reli- 
gion, ſo that with us was all Iſrael from Das to Beer ſpeba. 
We poſſeſt all the walled Cities, while the King like Da- 
vid in the mountaines had not a Towne to retreate to. We 
had thouſands of rhe choice men ſtrongly armed, while the 
King had only a handfull of our-Jaw'd Cavaliers as we call 
them) and them naked, not a musker, ſcarce a {word among 
them. We had all the Crowne revenue, all the City plate 
. to bodkins and thimbles, even talents of gold and ſilver, 
and the King fcarcc enough to buy his dinner. Our maga- 
zines ſwelled with Armes, Ordnance, and Ammunition of 
all ſorrs; while the King (the Houſes having ſeized bis,) 
wanted all. And leſt he ſhould have ſupplies from be- 
yond. Sea, we pofleſt all his navie, all his Port. Townes, 
and left him nota Cock-boate, not a Haven, And better 
then all theſe, we had the advantage of ajuſt Cauſe, 
fighting for God, and reformation of Religion as our 
Preachers taught us) for the defence of the Kings Perſon, 
our Lawes, the properties and liberties (as the two Houſes 
told us) of Subjects, and theſe backed with the pious Faſtes 
and humiliations of Sanftified Congregations, with hum. 
ble and carneſt prayers for ſucceſſe. | 
And could ſo juſt a Cauſe, ſo piouſly mannaged, by ſuch 
religious Patriots, can ſuch miſcarry or want ſucceſſe? E- 
ſpecially, while on the other-fide the Kings ſmall Army 
was unarmed, Idolatrous and Popiſh Cavaliers, their Cauſe 
juſtifying of Idolatry, Popery, Superſtition, maintenance 
of Biſhops, Rebellion againſt the Parliament, and Subver- 
ſion of the fundamental! lawes; their prayers (if any) for 
ſucceſſe but ſupplicarions out of a Popiſh Liturgy, And 
what can ſuch Armies, ſuch Perſons, ſuch a Cauſe, ſuch 
Prayers expect but deſtruction: Thus 


() 

+ Thus both Pulpit and Parliament miſſe-ted me, untill of 
late I confidered the ſucceſſe of both ſides, and do you 
weigh them indifferently, and then tell me where we can 
boaſt a Victory: For if we conſider the Battailes we 
moſt bragg of, thoſe at Keinton, Alresford, Lanſdowne, Yorke, 
Newbury, we ſhall finde the ſueceſſe ſuch, as if heaven rather 
intended both ſides vanquiſhed, then us Victors. 

On the other {ide examine the Actions at Runewezdowne, 
Newbury, Newarke, Cropready, Leſlithiell, Pontfracd, and elſe- 
where, weigh the diſproportions and diſadvantages the 
Kings Armies fought with, and then view their ſucceſſe, and 
you will finde it ſo farre beyond the expectation of reaſon, 
as it is ſcarce within the teach ot our deleife. Inquire what 
plenty of Men, Armes, Ordinance, great Townes and 
ſtrong Holds the King now hath, and ſo many have we loſt. 
Conſider how many thouſands of men, how many armies 
my Lord of Eſſex, my Lord of Maxcheſter, and Sir William 
Waller have loft, how much treaſure they have exhauſted, 
how our navy is decayed, how many of our ſhips and men 
drowned; while we had no enemy at Sea but heaven? Nay 
how many of our Ships with their lading have the windes 
(ſiding againſt us) carried in to the Kings aide, and our de · 
ſtruction? And can theſe argue leſſe then Gocs diſpleaſure 
ag2inſt our proceedings? | 

Theſe ill ſucceſſes made me looke backe upon our State 
Actors, that fit at the helme and direct all things, and among 
them even thoſe that were beſt reputed of, for Reformation 
and integrity to the Common-· wealth: as Maſter Han pden, 
that firſt raiſed Armes againſt the King, when (as we 
thought)ourt of danger, you ſhall finde him ſhot inChe/greve 
field where the yeare before he had firſt taken up his Armes. 
You may ſee Patriot Fym, whom the people for his 
Speech. applaud like RR like Herod caten up of —_— 
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The Lord Brooke (armed is Death could not enter him, and 
at a diſtance danger could not reach) breathing our 
threats againſt the Church, is before the Church with a 
ſingle bullet ſhot in the eye. My Lord Si (whom heaven 
cannot hurt, it the plot hold,) hath one Sonne ſcorned for 
ing a Coward in fo good a bad Cauſe, his other Sonne 
condemned to be hanged for being honeſter then his Fa- 
ther in delivering Briſtol. Sir John Hotham and his ſonne, 
whom the Houſes juſtified for treaſon againſt the King, 
the Houſes (ro maintaine their priviledge) execute firſt 
the Sonne; then the Father by a Courr of Warre for think- 
ing to be honeſt, And as if the {ame method were to be ob. 
ſerved for the whole Houſe, they are hanging young Wazne- 
man to come to my Lord his Father. The Earle of Eſex 
whom the firſt yeare they ſalute with Heſanna i, paſſe votes 
for histhanks and trophies, but now decrie, and as much 
as they dare ſcorne and negleR him. Warwicke & Afancheſler, 
(like Tinker Fax, and rag-man Phips ) muſt now be ſqueez- 
ed (as orenges)to make ſauce for the Juno palates, they are 
rich. Others there be deſerve obſervation. While I con- 
remplated theſe great active men and their misfortunes, I 
could not thinke — leſſe then farthing ſparrowes, which 
fall not without the Divine Providence, & therefore ſtrictly 
examined our Cauſe by the rules of Law and Goſpell, and 
in a matter of this conſequence I have raken the beſt opini- 
ons both of Divines and Lawyers, and of both the moſt 
moderate, yet ſuch as were rather engaged on ours, then on 
the Kings ſide, | ( 

All the Divines-agree, our Kings to have rheir power 
from God, and therefore Saint Peter commands obedience 
to Kings as tothe Supreame, Saint Paul to the higher powers 
for there is no power but from God, and therefore (ith he) pay 


je tribute. And they obſer ve that theſe conumands were to 
Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians;the obedience commanded to be given to Pageny 
to heatheniſh Kings, as the Romans, thoſe of Pontes, Aſia, 
Bithynis, cc. The Divines obſerve that Saint Peters Epiſtle 
; was to Strangers in Pontus, Galatia, cc. not natives, they 
tryed only by alocall alleageance, we by alocall, by a na- 
tive; by a ſworne alleageance; they to a heatheniſh, we to 
our annointed Chriſtian King. 45 
All Divinesagree Chrif would not have his Church his 
Goſpell planted by any bloud, but his owae, and therefore 
would not ſuffer Saint Peter to ſtrike , to reſcue him his 
| Kiog, his God, Chriſt then will not that his vine ſhould be 
dreſt, his Church reformed with the bloud of Chriſtians. 
Yet now our reformed Religion permits Subjects (Jeluire- 
like) to fight againſt their King, for the propagation of the 
Goſpell. And that «// bing be dove (as the Apoſtle directs ) 
decently and in order, they have ſuppreſt all Church-Govern- 
| ment, and left almoſt every man to be his owne Biſhop, and 
| if he 45 72 — * Prayer 
compoled by all t rgy 0 and they legall 
called, confirmed and ſealed by their bloud,and — 
ed by ſeverall Parliaments for theſe 100 yeares, yet now 
on a ſudden voted downe as Popiſh. But not one particu- 
lar exception to any one thing in the Liturgy. 
Bot a ſet forme of Prayer is a binding of the Spirit, and 
therefore our new Directory ties not the Spirit to words (for 
the cloven tongues ſpeałe all languages) but the .AHſſembly 
of Godly Divine, preſeribes only the matter or eflect of their 
prayer, leſt the ſpirit beeing at too much liberty ſhould 
| pray againſt the Cloſe Committee and their proceedings. 
The ten Commandemeats and Coumination (as te- 
ſtraining our Chriſtian Liberty and Fudaicall;) the Creed 
(nor yet retified according to the ſence of the houſe) as er- 
roneous; the Epiſtles and Goſpells (fitted to one: 
| ation 
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bration of their ſeverall dayes) as Popiſh, according to the 
Diſcipline of the Kirke of Scorlend,are all excommunicated. 
So that Now in our new Reformed Church we have neither 
Commanded, nor evill prohibited, no faith conteſt, 
nor good example to imitate. | 
The Pſalmes had beene totally baniſhed the 
Church, becauſe written by a King; but in reſpect David 
was a Prophet too they are left to the wiſedome of the Mi- 
niſter, to read if he will. But the better Meetre of Hopkins 
and S/ernbold, becauſe compoſed by Commoners, are com- 
manded to be ſung, to wałen the ſleepie devotion of the 
otherwiſe mute Congregation , I pray thee pardon mee, 
that I a little ſport with our miſery ; but tis in private, 
and onely to thee. 

All the Lawyers I have ſpoken with ( Corber and 
Maſter Prideavx) unanimouſly agree that all Ordinances 
made by one or both Houſes of Parliament without the 
am, + aſſent are (like man without the breath of lite 
hand ſome models, bur uſeleſſe: and that all things done or 
acted by colour or direction of thoſe Ordinances are illegall 
and invalid, and that there is neither preſident to warrant, 


not reaſon to maintaine them. 

And that both our ancient and moderne Lawes were 
made by the king, but adviſed and conſented to by both 
Houſes, all which appeares clearly in the penning of our 
Ordinances and Acts of Parliament, even from H. 3. untill 
within theſe two yeares , for they run thus: The King at the 
inſtance of hu great men provided and ordeined that, Fc. And 
that manner of penning held untill R. 2. and then The King 
by aſſent of the Lords, and at the requeſt of the Commons ordaines 
and eſtabliſbetb, ccc. And all the following Parliaments, even 
this preſent in the Act for the Trienniall Parliament uſes the 


fame words, Be it emacted by the King, with the conſent of * 
Lor d. 
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Lords and Commons. Sothat in all ages the King made the 
law, the Lords and Commons doe but adviſe and conſent 
thereunro, and cuſtome (that is, a great part of our law) will 
not that any old law be abrogated, or 2 new law made, but 
by the King with the Conſent of the two Houſes ; and they 
are all confident that Maſter Pry» cannot ſhew any one Or- 
dinance made without the Kings aſſent, nor any one booke 
or any ancient opinion that they might; nay the very pra- 
Rice of the Houſes is againſt it; inſomuch as nothing is of 
record with them but what hath life by the Kings aſſent. So 
as if a Bill hath paſſed in both Houles, yet that if the Sefſi- 
ons of Parliament end betore the Kings aſſent had to that 
Bill, the next Seſſions the ſame Bill muſt be as at firſt thrice 
read in both Houſes, and againe, have all the formalities and 
circumſtances 3s it had the firſt Seſſions; for they cannot 
this Seſſions rake notice of their owne Actions in that before. 

The Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, are but Atturnies 
or Deputies for their ſeverall Counties, Cities, and Bo. 
roughs, and therefore they cannot (as Barons which ſit in 
their owne right) make a Deputy or party to conſent or act 
for them: becauſe by law an Atturny cannot make an Attur- 
ny. & — the power and truſt to another which is tepoſed 
in himlelfe,and therefore cannot make Committees in ſeve- 
rall Counties to raiſe armes, to commit their fellow Sub- 
jects, &c. Nor can Atturnies exceed or alter the power gi · 
ven them by their deputation or letter of Atturny, but muſt 
follow that. And what the power and authority given them 
is appeares in their Indenture berweene the Shriffe and 
thoſe that elect them: which is but according as the Kings 
writ requires, & not power to doe whar they liſt,as appeares 
by Crompt. Fariſ.fol.2. 

The conſtant practice and courſe of Courts beſt ſhewes 
the power and juriſdiction * (lay the my 
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and they averre that there is not any one Ordinance of Par- 
liament to be found made by the Lords and Commons 
without the Kings aſſent. And ſurely had the two Houſes 
ſuch power, t he Parliament of Ed 2. Rich. 2. and Hen. 6. ſo 
bitter againſt the King, would have found both the prece- 
dent, and made uſe ot the power. 

Let theſe therefore that are ſo ready to raiſe armes with- 
out the Kings aſſent, nay contrary to His Command, nay e- 
ven againſt His Perſon, let them conſider , that in Aich. 2. 
where his Barons of Parliament and others by colour and in 
perſuance of an Ordinance of Parliament, whereby Hugh 
De le Spencers were baniſhed and tobe proceeded againſt as 
enemies to the King and Kingdome in caſe they did returne; 
The Sonne returning to the King, the Barons and others 
pretending that the De ie Spencers could not be legally attain- 
ted byproceſle of law, becauſe they (the De le Spencers) had 
uſurped the Royall power, and thereforc in caſe of neceſſity 
(tor ſo is the Booke of old g. Char, fel. 54.) mutually 
bound themſelves by oath,(as we by our Proteſtations)and 
with Armes and banners diſplayed perſue the De ie Spencers, 
and kill and impriſon divers of the Kings Subjects, and take 


their Townes, Caſtles, Houſes,&c.and all without the Kings. 


aſſent, (as ours doe) tor which they were glad to take a par- 
don, (as ours would be of an act of oblivion the Scorch word 

for agenerall —— for that oath, their armes, &c. 
Touching the opinion raiſed this Parliament, that the two 
HFounſes are above the King, and therefore the King ought 
and muſt paſſe ſuch Bills, ſuch Acts as they reſolve and offer 

to Him. | 

That (ſay the Lawyers) is totally falſe and againſ all rea. 
ſon, law, and practice in all ages. And in conſidering thereof 
they have not beene led by the Pamphlets publiſhed this 
Parliament on either fade, becauſe ſuch (like Schoole· Diſ- 
putants) 
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putants/ rather endeavour to maintaine their Poſition and 
fide, then to diſcover truth: therefore the Lawyers groun- 
ded their judgement upon bookes formerly written, upon 
precedents of moderate times, when the Kings Prerogative 
and — Liberty both knew and kept their proper 
8. 

The Parliament (ſay they) of the 24 Hen. 8. cap. 12. De- 
clares, That tbe Realme of England & an Empire governed by 
one Supreame Head and King, baving the Dignity and eſtate of 
the Imperiall Crowne , wnto whom 4 body politique compa? of all 
ſorts and degrees of people by the name of the Spiritualty and Tem- 
poralty beene bound, and owe next to God a natarall and humble o- 
bedience , being | goodne(ſſe endued with plenary whole and 
entire power autbority and lar iſdicl ion within His Realme. 

This body politique no doubt is the two Houſes of Par- 
liament, and doubtleſſe then the two Houſes owe this natu · 
rall and humble obedience, and then ſure if the Servant be 
not greater then his Maſter to whom he owes his obedience, 
the Creature then his Crearour , then the two Houſes that 
(as appeares by their owne act tor the continuance of this 
Parliament) are called by the King, and by Him diſſolvea+ 
ble, are not above the King, that is their breath and gives life 
to all their Actions. 

And it the Xing be by God endued with plenary power, en- 
tire authority and Juriſdiction, Conſider from whom can the 
two Houſes have their power, their authority, and Juriſdi- 
Rion to be above that given by God. 

In candries caſe inthe 5 Report. fol. 10, the King is ſaid to 
be the Vicar of the Higheft King, ordained to governe and rule 
the Kingdome and people, 

The Parliament in the 25 Hen. 8. acknowledged the Ju- 
riſdiction of Kings to be immeatately from God. 


The Statute of the 26 of Hen. 8. cap. x. declares the King 
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to be rhe onely Supreame Head in Earth anaer God of the Church 
England, and that he bath Power to redreſſe and reforme all 
Errors and abuſes in the Church. | 

In the 26 Hen.B.cop.3z. the Parliament declares, that the 
King i the onely Supreame Head under God of the Church of Eng- 
land, having the whole Governance, taition and defence thereof, 
and of Hu Subjects. 

And conſonant to that is our Statute, 1 Br. and in our 
Oath of Alleagiance, Grdained by Act of Parliament) we 
and cſpecially the Members of the Houſe of Commons ac. 
know and ſweare, That the Kings Highneſſe ij the onely 
Supreeme Govermnour of the Realme , both in Eceleſiaſtical and 
—— And our Lawyers ſay, that the King being 
the Supreame Governour cannot have any Governour natu- 
rall or politique, as the two Houſes) above him, and as he 
is the onely Supreame Governour muſt needs be above all 
other Governours either naturall or politique. 

By the ſame Oath we ſweare allegiancero Him and His 
Heires and $ucceſſours, which muſt needs be to his Naturall 
capacity, for his Politique cannot have Heires, And in the 
caſe of theDutchy of Lancaſter, Plowd.21 3.It is reſolved that 
the body politique of the King cannot be ſevered from his 
naturall body. And then it is ridiculous to thinke, much 
more to ſay, that the politique capacity of the King is inclu- 
ded in the two Houſes of Parliament, when his naturall is 
abſent and diſſenting to what they doe. 

If the two Houſes could make a Law or Ordinance to 
binde the SubjeR without the Kings aſſent, why ſhould not 
all the Bils that paſſed bothHouſes but had not the Kings aſ- 
ſeat, why ſhould not they be good and valid, and binde the 
SubieR? they had the Votes of both Houſes when full and 
entire, they had more conſideration, more circumſtance, all 
neceſſaries (but the Kings aſlent) ro the making of a Ly + 
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theſe Bils in all ages have beene held naught and invalid. 
And ſhall the votes of the two Houſes uponmotion of a wot- 
thy Member (though not a — — of either Houſe be pre- 
ſent) and without the Kings aſſent, ſhall they make a good 
Ordinance to repeale five Statutes in the Reignes of Ed. 6. 
and Queene as in the Ordinance for the Directory, 
and the Booke of Common Prayer? all which have ſtood 
ioned theſe 100 yeares, and in which time we have 
20 Parliaments, in which our now Patliament- mens Fa- 
chers and Grand fathers were Members, and (I belcive) as 
wiſe, as honeſt, and as Religious, as their Sonnes and Grand- 
— — , and they approved, they practiced and followed 

that Li 
The Parliament 1 F«cob. cap. 1. prayes the Kings Royall 
aſſent to a Bill, without which nothing ſay they) can be come 
pleate and perfet? , mor remaine to pefternty. And Cowell (who 
writ about 40 yeares ſince) ſpeaking of the regality of the 
og, compriſed ander the title of Prerogative, There is not one 
(faith he) hs: to the moſt abſolute Prince in the wor(d, 
which doth not alſo belong to our King, onely by the cuſtome of this 
Kingdame he maketh no lawes without the conſent of the three E- 
fates, { Lords ſpirituall, Lords temporall, and the Com- 
mons ] :boveh Hz May Quazn Arr Lavy Conciupsp 
— Tp — — — the —— and —— a 
ſin ol the Houſe be good, w inſt agu. Char. 
— the petition of Right, — Allegiance and 
Proteſtation? Yer muſt we venture our lives to murther out 
brothers, and fellow Subjects, or they us, or both, to main- 
raine what they vote, though againſt Law, contrary to the 
Golpell, and without precedent. But the two Houſes doe but 
endeavour to take the King from His Evill Counſellours, to 
bring him to his Parliament, where he ought to be preſent & 
reſident, or elſe they may force him. yea cradicate three _ 
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of Wheate to deſtroy one of tares. 

For that(ſay the Lawyers)there is no precedent, no beoke 
unleſſe writ within theſe two yeares. But Maſter Hooker,alias 
Vowel, (who wiit about the beginning of Queene E/i7ab. & 
is much quoted by Maſter Pryn) writing the manner of hold- 
ings of Parliaments (as we may ſee in Hollinſbead, 2 part. fol. 
121) laith, that the King is Gods Anointed,bis Deputy and 
Vicar on earth, the Head of his Realme, the Cheifeſt Ruler, 
on whom wholly and onely depends theGovernment of the 
Eſtates of the Realme. That the King ought to be perſonally 
| preſent in parliament three daics in every Parliament ; firſt, 
on the day of appearance; ſecondly, on the day when the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons is preſented; the third, 
whenthe Parliament is prorogued. And for other daies(ſaith | 


the Booke) he is at his choice, to come or not to come. 
And it appeares by the Statute of 33 Hen. g ch. 21. That 


if the King be abſent from the Parliament , he might 

alwaies give his Royall aſſent by Commiſſion under the | 
Great Seale, and by that it ſeemes he had liberty to be ab- 

ſent if he would. 

| When Rich. a refuſed to come to his Parliament,the Lords 
(that threatned to depoſe him) onely averred, that by an old | 
Ordinance of Parliament it the King abſented himſelfe forty | 
daies, then they might every man returnequietlyto his owne 
houſe, and that they would doe ſo if he came not; but they 

etend no law to raiſe atmes, to compell the King to come. 

And ſurely had theie beene any colour to juſtiſie it they 
would not have omitted it. and it there had beene any law 
or precedent (though by Popiſh parliaments) ſince Ric. 2. 
time to raiſe armes or make lawes without the Kings aſſent, 
Maſter Pryn's Teale to the Cauſe and hatred to the King 
would have found it before now. 


Since theretfote that the two Houſes cannot without the | 
Kings | 
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Kings aſſent make a ne nor abrogate an old law, cannot 
without the Kings aſſent raiſe armes to execute a perſon 
condemned by Parliament with the Kings aſſent (as in Hs. 
De te Spencers eaſe) but they muſt have a pardon for it. In 
what caſe are we, that have without the Kings aſſent, nay 
contrary to his exprefſe Command, contrary to tg. Char. 
contrary to our Petition of Right, 30 Car. by armes taken the 
zoth part of every mans eſtate, impriſoned their perſons, 
impoſed new loanes, and new impolitions, hanged Citiſens 
and Gownemen,contrary to the Priviledges of Parliament, 
executed even Members of the Parliament by Martiall law, 
and —— —— — — the _ of parliament 
were fitting, the Kings Bench (as we pretend) at Weſt- 
8 — for London and alle in te 
014 Baily? Nay contrary to our Petition of Right, & our Sta- 
tute made this parliament, have we not in the Kings name 
becauſe we could not in our owne, preſſed our fellow Sub- 
jects, and by armes compelled them to fight? Contrary to 
their ſ vorne allegiance and vowed Proteſtation, which is 
to maintaine the reformed Proteſtant Religion, expreſſed in 
the Doctrine of the Church of England, Yer we fight to 
turne out the Liturgy, and prayers ordained by the whole 
Church of Eg“, and which we have long knowne to 
male roome for the extemporary and unknowne prayer of 
a ſingle man, and him often unlearned, ſometimes debauch- 
ed, and this according to the Kirke of Scotland, not of Eng. 
land: to defend the Kings Renal Perſon, His Honour, His Eſtate, 
et we iuſtiſie them that fight againſt him, that permit nay 

— libellous Pamphlets againſt him and his honour, that 
robbe his Exchequer by receiving and keeping from 
him his Revenew: 10 maintaine the Priviledges of Parliament; 
yet hale the Membersto priſon, nay to execution by Mar- 
tiall Law; te Maintaine the lawfull Rights and Liberties of 

the 


(14) 
the Sub je, yet fight to have our Eſlates, Liberties, and Lives 
taken away by Votes, Ordinances, and Martiall law, and a- 
gainſt the Kings command. We have proteſted to preſerve 
the peace of England, Scotland, and Ireland, yet fight here a- 
mong our ſelvesto annihilate and breake the Ceſſation of 
Armes and the peace there, and ſend tor the Scots hither 
to robbe, murder, and.if God be not bettet to us then we to 
our ſelves) utterly ſubdue and inſlave us, to ſet up and en- 
rich themlelves. 

By what law can the Scots preſcribe us a Church govern- 
ment: by what law have they (our Homegers} a voice in the 
ſettling of our Militia, and the lawes of our Nation? 

To conclude, we fight to ſave a few cloſe.Committee 
men, our State-aRours that have perſwaded and voted us, 
and inforced the poore common ſuuldiers to commit ra- 
pine, bloud-ſhed, Sacriledge, and Rebellion, to protect 
them, who with Sbimei, reviled and ſtones and duſt at 
David by their Declarations and Pamp who by their 
Remonſtrances and Votes endeavoured to diſcover with 
Cham tlie nabe dneſſe of their father, who followiug the 
Counſel of Achitopbel, have in the ſight of all ae lyen 
with Davids Concubines, by uſurping his Authority and 
Royall power. We fight to ſecure them, whom an act ot 
oblivion cannot, and therefore muſt have the Mililia at their 
ſole diſpoſe, that the ſwords,and lives of the poore ſouldiets 
may protect, whom the law cannot juſtify . We tighe 
to make London an Independent City, to make the Major 
Aldermen and Common- Councell a third Houſe of Patlia- 
ment, and give them the Tower of London, with the Militia of 
the City and Suburbs, leſt the King being but Gods Vicar 
on earth theic only ſupreme Govecnour and Soveraigne 
Lord, as ſeverall Acts of Parliaments have declared, leſt he 


ſhould rebell againſt them his native, his locall and his 
{worne 


 _ 
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fworne Subjects. We fight to aboliſh the ten Comman- 
dements, the Creed, the Epiſtles and Goſpe lls.becauſe not 
conliſtent with the Scots Presbyterial] Diſcipline. What 
one act of Charity or Mercy have theſe reformers of Reli- 
gion done? Where have they offered to the King to part 
with any thing of any pretended right, liberty, or privi- 
ledge . to ſettle 2 peace in this Church and Common-wealth? 
Nay which of theſe is not greater in eſtate and wealth, in 
wer and authority, then he was before the Civil Warre 

ne, or ſhall be after the Warre ended: 
Have not the Earles of Warwicke, Manchefter, and others 
that you know much inriched themſelves and freinds by 
the harveſt of this Warre? Have not their Chaplaines I- 
ges, Sedgemicke, Caſe, Peters, and others treble revenues and 
in- comes, to preach Doctrines anſwerable to the occafion 
of railing money, men, or Armes, or crying no Treaty, no 
Peace? ines ſutable to their Church and practice, 
0 
—— —— 22e 
While on the other part the King notdelighting in bloud, 
hath pardoned divers whom the law nay he 
hath proclaimed. pardon to all that would rake it, and to 
purchaſe Pence, he hath offered to pare wich his right, to 
divide his Militia, putting ir ĩnto the powerof twentie men, 
whereof he to name ten, and the two houſes ten Commiſſi- 
oners. He deſites and offers that P may be ſuppreſt 


according to Law, and not Papiſts mur decauſe ſriſh. 
He is that both and Common wealth 
fhould be re@ified ing to law, and according to law 


he offers to have all perfons to betryed by law, He commi- 
ſeraing his opprefcdSubje@athe diſtraQtedChurch and ru- 
med —— 20s deſited a gy — 
te. FI _ 
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from Armes, but cannot obtaine it, and then ſhall wee not 
beleive him the true father that would ſave the child? God 
would not have his Temple built by a man of bloud,though 
even David , nor would Chriſt have his Church reformed 
with the bloud of Chriſtians. The King of peace cannot de- 
lighe in warre. | 

Upon theſe Conſiderations, Coſen, l am reſolved to leave 
their party that have miſſe · led me and my poore Country- 
men to our ruine and I will now lay hold of the Kings mer- 
cy and pardon offered by his Proclamation, and by a 
hearty rzpentatice I hope roexpiate the bloud, the treaſon, 
and ſacriledge, I have countenanced by my former opini- 
ons, and ſupported by my purſe and perſwaſions. And I doe 
heartily wiſh, that my poore Country-men and Neighbours 
that by an illegall preſſe ate forced trom their Wives and 
Children, from their parents and freinds, to fight againſt 
the Engliſh Proteſtant Religion and Liturgy , to ſer up a 
Scotch Directory againſt their King, to pay a tribute to their 
fellow Subjects; againſt their Proteſtationroproted ſuch as 
have ſeduced and deceived them and their nations that have 
raiſed this unnaturall warre prerences, feares and jea- 
louſies, and by the murthet of many tliouſand Engliſh Chri- 
ſtians keepe themſelves from aſcgall triall, that they may-ſtill 
— quiedy voting at Weſmuzfter , and cate the fat of the 


Coſen, I doe heartily wiſh that both you and the reſt of 
my poore Country- men would conſider and weigh theſe 
things, and that God woulu give yon relentin hearts truſy 
— for theſe horrid ſinnes, and then I would not doubt 

ut you and they would end this warte (tor tis in your po- 
werd) by returning to the Engliſh Proteſtant Religion and 
Liturgy, to your {worne allcagiance to your Anointed 
m_ * King, 


— — — 
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King, and then to your owne vines and figge-trees. And no 
doubt but both you and they ſhall receive from God and 
the King the bleffings due rothe bleſſed e- makers: 
which is heartily prayed for by him that will lead youthe 
way, 
6 May 
15.1645 


A. C. 
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